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A valued partner in education
Member stations of FPBS have been a valued
partner in education across Florida for more than
40 years. We are proud to serve as the state’s most
diversified education resource. Florida stations
provide accessible, family-friendly and Floridafocused content through multiple platforms that
include broadcast, community engagement, online
services and state of the art digital resources.
Florida public television stations provide
community outreach to districts, schools, and

FPBS Members

parents building awareness and providing training
to support the use of free educational resources.
For the past 20 years, Florida stations collaborated
with public television stations across the country
and PBS to develop educational tools using local
and national content. As technology grows and
redefines itself, public broadcasting is a visionary
in partnering broadcast content with digital, online
and mobile apps to engage and educate our
children.

Station locations

FPBS Mission
FPBS is a non-profit association
of Florida’s public television and
public radio stations that advances
the well-being of and provides
a platform for collaboration for
stations who enrich the lives of
Florida’s citizens and strengthens
the educational, democratic
and cultural vitality of their
communities.

Resources
Florida PBS Learning Media

Today, the Florida PBS Learning Media is a free service
based on the national repository, and offers more than
30,000 digital assets that include Flash, Video, Audio,
Interactive, and Mobile applications.
florida.pbslearningmedia.org

Technology is a critical part of learning and teaching in
today’s classroom. In fact, 74% of teachers report that
technology enables them to reinforce and expand on
content with their students and propel learning. Teachers need access to high quality content to keep pace
with each school districts investment in interactive
whiteboards, tablets and other devices to maximize
educational benefits.
For decades teachers and students from PreK to 12th
grade have turned to PBS for broadcast content to help
bring classroom lessons to life. With our 50-year history
of high quality programs and partnerships with organizations like the National Archives, the Smithsonian,
NASA and the National Science Foundation, there is no
other resource that can match our content library.
In 2011, PBS and public television stations nationwide
collaborated, drawing from research based critically
acclaimed programs such as NOVA, FRONTLINE, American Experience, Sid the Science Kid, Super Why, Martha
Speaks and more, to create a digital media-on-demand
service specifically for the K-12 classroom, titled PBS
Learning Media. This free service brings together the
best in public media and delivers classroom-ready rich
experiences that engage students in exploring curriculum concepts that align with National and Common
Core State Standards.
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American Graduate: Let’s Make it Happen
14–18 years
“American Graduate: Let’s Make It Happen,” is a national
public media initiative supported by the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting (CPB) to help local communities
across America find
solutions to address
the dropout crisis. The
800-plus resources
accessible to students
are designed to bring
educational content
to life in engaging and innovative ways and includes
games, activities, quizzes, quests and other interactive
experiences. The materials span the curriculum,
exploring the arts, math, media production, science
and engineering, and social studies in ways that
capture middle and high school students’ interest and
imagination. The project promotes conversation and
strengthens community partnerships to help students
stay in school. In Florida, American Graduate created
public private partnerships and stimulated investments
in resources to stem Florida’s dropout rates.
americangraduate.org

Resources
PBS KIDS Lab

PBS Teacherline

3–8 years

PBS TeacherLine, the premier provider of online professional development courses for K-12 educators, offers a
full schedule of more than 80 online courses that span
a range of subject areas, grade levels and time commitments. The newest 3-hour self-paced learning courses
give teachers the training they want in an even more
flexible format.

PBS KIDS Lab is a mobile guide
where you find the latest and
greatest math content and online
games from Ready To Learn. Available in English and Spanish, the site
also offers research and resources,
including math mentors with tips to
help parents teach math. Teachers
and students will be delighted to learn and reinforce
math skills with friends like Curious George, the Cat in
the Hat, Buddy from Dinosaur Train, Sid the Science Kid
and more. PBS KIDS Lab is built on the belief that every
new technology is an opportunity for learning and the
LAB site is just the beginning.
pbskids.org/lab

PBS Kids Island
Preschool–1st grade
PBS Kids Island helps children practice and master early
literacy skills by playing reading games with their favorite PBS Kids characters. A free Ready To Learn resource,
the website helps kids gain confidence in the skills they
need to become successful readers, while allowing parents and teachers to track their progress through eight
levels of literacy skills. The website also offers research
and resources.

pbs.org/teacherline

Oh Noah!
6–8 years
Oh Noah! is
designed to
teach Spanish
to children ages
6 to 8 through
animated
videos with embedded games that help build
vocabulary. Kids learn language better when they can
put it into meaningful context. Although, like Noah,
they may not understand all the Spanish dialogue,
kids can comprehend the story told through rich visual
storytelling.
pbskids.org/noah

pbskids.org/island
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Resources
PBS Kids Go! FacePlace

Get the Math

4–12 years

Middle–High School

Keeping children’s natural curiosity
about the adult world in mind, PBS
Kids Go! FacePlace begins by giving
children the opportunity to choose
a face to head their profile page, similar
to popular social networking sites. They can choose a
PBS Kids Go! character to represent them. Each user is
also presented with a “favorites” area where he or she
can choose favorite items such as fruits and vegetables.
Each of these sections can be changed according to
user preferences. In addition, the site features several
games and activities including a Ruff Ruffman drawing
application, a Scene Detective Writing Prompt, perfect
for practicing for “Writes Upon Request” and WorldGirl
Exercise Your Lexicon challenge where players match
15 antonyms as fast as they can!

Get the Math is designed to help students
understand real-world applications of Algebra I.
Interrelated video segments and interactive tools
support student learning of algebraic concepts
related to music, fashion, videogames, restaurants,
basketball, and special effects. Educators’ resources
include videos of a teacher using Get the Math
materials in his classroom, as well as lesson plans
with editable student handouts aligned with
the Common Core Standards and Mathematical
Practices.
thirteen.org/get-the-math

wfsu.org/faceplace

Prankster Planet
6–10 years
Part of the Electric Company is Prankster Planet, an online gaming
experience that allows kids to go from watching The Electric Company show
to being part of the company themselves! Using their knowledge of math
concepts and vocabulary that they learn in the episode, players must help
Marcus and Jessica stop the Pranksters from sucking all the words from
Earth. On the website, the vocabulary words are woven into the online
experience through character dialogue, vocabulary challenges and
mini games that provide kids with hands-on applications of the math
concepts. Teachers can track their students’ learning through personal
progress charts as children complete online missions.
pbskids.org/electriccompany/pranksterplanet
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Resources
It’s My Life
9–14 years
It’s My Life deals with
(you guessed it!) life
and the stuff we deal
with every day. Whatever problems you’re dealing
with, believe it or not, other kids and teens have gone
through the same thing. At It’s My Life, you can read
informative articles, share stories, play games and
activities, take quizzes and polls, watch videos, interview with celebrities and contribute comments and
questions. It’s My Life is for kids, about kids, and most
importantly, by kids. After all, it’s YOUR life!
pbskids.org/itsmylife

Chuck Vanderchuck
6–9 years
Chuck Vanderchuck’s “Something Something” Explosion is designed to teach basic musical concepts and
performance skills through the study of popular song
styles from around the world for children ages 6 to 9. In
each webisode, children are introduced to a new musical style and the culture from which that style was born.
They then learn to perform basic rhythmic and melodic
patterns in that style through the use of fun, interactive
games. The main goals of this project are to teach children instruments and their sounds, song structure, lyric
writing, musical styles and ear training.
pbskids.org/chuck

Cyberchase
8–12 years
Cyberchase helps kids develop strong math and problem-solving skills. Explore this site for ways to help your
kids get the most out of math! Designed for kids ages
8 to 12, Cyberchase delivers positive messages about
math by teaching concepts in a fun way that kids can
understand. Cyberchase friends have zany adventures
through time and cyberspace solving problems along
the way, from tackling time in ancient Egyptian tombs
to cracking codes in creepy caves, kids learn that math
is everywhere and fun to use.
pbskids.org/cyberchase
7

Resources
Masterpiece
Middle–High School

Lure of the Labyrinth
Middle School
Lure of the Labyrinth is a digital game for middle-school pre-algebra students. It includes a wealth
of intriguing math-based puzzles wrapped into an
exciting narrative game in which students work to find
their lost pet and save the world from monsters! Linked
to both national and state mathematics standards, the
game gives students a chance to actually think like
mathematicians, and to save the day!
labyrinth.thinkport.org

For more than 40 years, Masterpiece has been known
for high-quality adaptations of classics, mysteries and
contemporary literature. Browse more than 30 teachers
guides that can help you enhance your teaching by using
Masterpiece films in the classroom. New to celebrate
Masterpiece’s anniversary is a completely updated
teacher guidebook “Film in the Classroom” which offers
fresh ideas and innovative activities for teaching film in
today’s digital environment. Drawing on 25 outstanding
Masterpiece films, the guide will help you use film as a
tool that can improve students’ understanding of media
literacy as well as literacy elements.
pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece

Mission US
5th–8th grades
Mission US is an interactive adventure game
designed to improve the
understanding of American history by students in grades 5 – 8. Mission 1: “For
Crown or Colony?” explores the reasons for revolution
through the eyes of Loyalists and Patriots in 1770 Boston.
Mission 2: “Flight to Freedom” explores resistance to slavery along the Kentucky-Ohio border in the years preceding the Civil War. Another exciting mission will soon be
released with more to follow in coming years. The website includes the challenges as well as educator guides for
each section of the games and activities.
mission-us.org
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Resources
NOVA
K–12 years
The Nova Science Now and Nova
websites provide videos, blogs,
articles and a Nova Beta search
engine, all organized by topic. This
is a perfect resource for incorporating lessons on topics spanning
from “organisms that glow in the
dark” to “autism genes” into the
classroom.
pbs.org/wgbh/nova
pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sciencenow

Nature Online

African American World

3rd–5th, 6th–8th, and 9th–12th grades

3rd–8th and 6th–12th grades

Nature Online is the award-winning Web companion
to the broadcast series Nature. Visitors can stream full
episodes of Nature programs, watch behind-the-scenes
with filmmakers and producers, view program excerpts
(also available on iTunes and YouTube) and find fun
interactive features. Nature viewers can become fans of
the series on Facebook and follow @PBSNature on Twitter to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program
alerts and more.

The site contains a plethora of online activities for
teaching about African American culture and history.
My Story: Ruby Bridges introduces the child, Ruby
Bridges, who broke the color barrier as a first grader. In
Wonders of the African World, discover a secret map
that will guide you through Africa and to untold riches.
In Africa for Kids, children can record tunes on a thumb
piano, make a mask or listen to a Swahili folktale.

pbs.org/wnet/nature

pbs.org/wnet/aaworld
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Resources
The Florida Channel
The Florida Channel Educational Resource Center
is provided as a service to Floridians, educators and
students. Information provided is educating you about
the State of Florida. Other subjects, such as history,
science, and biology, are also addressed as they relate
to our state. The website links to videos and schedules
of programs covering topics such as national and local
government; local landmarks and history; local universities and schools; cities in Florida; and the state flag,
seal and birds of Florida.

PARENTS!

thefloridachannel.org

StateImpact Florida
This journalism project is
focused on examining how
education policies made by
state government impact
lives, communities and the
economy, and tell the story
through explanatory, data-driven reporting. State
capitols are truly the hives of American democracy
with decisions on the uses of billions of dollars being
made each year. The oversight provided by reporting
keeps state governments accountable to the citizens.
This project, which is funded in part by NPR, is a collaborative effort between WUSF Public Media and WLRN
Public Media.
stateimpact.npr.org/florida

The digital revolution has changed kids from passive
TV watchers to interactive learners. Studies show that
interactive games and activities make a difference. Most
programs in this booklet feature companion websites,
with online games, activities and resources for parents.
pbs.org/parents and pbs.org/kids

KID Vision
Preschool
KidVision VPK provides tools for Pre-Kindergarten
teachers to learn and teach Florida’s Early Learning and
Developmental Standards for 4-year-olds, while earning
FREE, certified in-service hours and FREE continuing
educations units (CEUs). This professional development
program includes classroom implementation tools
and resources beyond the website. Educational and
entertaining virtual field trips establish meaningful learning
opportunities that are extended into the classroom through
hands-on lesson plans and student assessments.
kidvisionvpk.org
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Programming
Caillou

Clifford the Big Red Dog

2-4 years • Social and Emotional Development

3-7 years • Citizenship/Community

Caillou depicts the world through the eyes of a loveable
4-year-old boy. Based on a series of best-selling Canadian books, Caillou (“Ky-Yoo”) blends animation and live
action with humor, kid logic and imagination to help
preschoolers make sense of their very big world. The
stories reflect the first experiences of life, from going
to the park to understanding one’s own family, and
addresses real problems that typically occur in a young
child’s development.

Clifford the Big Red Dog is based on the popular Scholastic book series about author Norman Bridwell’s
lovable, larger-than-life canine. With his loving human,
Emily Elizabeth, and his dog pals Cleo and T-Bone,
Clifford takes viewers on a fun-filled journey through
childhood. Set in a colorful island community, Clifford
emphasizes good citizenship and the importance of
community. “Clifford’s Big Ideas” help teach 10 life
skills, including sharing, responsibility and believing in
yourself.

pbskids.org/caillou

The Cat in the Hat
Preschool • Science
The Cat in the Hat promotes science learning
for preschoolers. Voiced by award-winning
actor Martin Short, Dr. Seuss’s The Cat in the
Hat guides friends Sally and Nick —
with a little help from the Fish, Thing
1 and Thing 2 — on fun-filled
adventures where they make
natural-science discoveries,
from how bees make honey
to why owls sleep during the
day. Based on the acclaimed The
Learning Library book series, the
series is designed to appeal to
preschoolers’ natural curiosity,
and engage them in the process of scientific exploration and
discovery.

pbskids.org/Clifford

Curious George
2-5 years • Science/Math/Engineering
Curious George brings to life the wonderfully mischievous monkey and The Man with the Yellow Hat,
beloved characters created by authors Margret and
H.A. Rey in 1941. Today, Curious George lives to find
new things to discover, touch, take apart
and spill. His memorable misadventures
promote hands-on exploration and acquaint preschoolers with key concepts
in math, science and engineering.
Each half-hour episode includes two
animated stories, followed by short
live-action pieces showing real kids
who are investigating the ideas that
George introduces in his stories.
pbskids.org/curiousgeorge

pbskids.org/catinthehat
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Programming
Dinosaur Train
3-6 years • Life Science/Natural History/Paleontology

Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood
2-4 years • Social/Emotional
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood brings the Neighborhood
of Make-Believe to a new generation of preschoolers.
The first TV series inspired by the iconic Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood stars
4-year-old Daniel Tiger, son of the original program’s
Daniel Striped Tiger, who invites young viewers into his
world and gives them a kid’s eye view of his life. As kids
follow and share Daniel’s everyday adventures, they
learn fun and practical strategies and skills necessary
for growing and learning.
pbskids.org/daniel

Dinosaur Train celebrates preschoolers’ fascination with
both dinosaurs and trains, while encouraging basic
scientific thinking skills. The series features a curious
T-rex named Buddy and his adoptive Pteranodon
family. Together, they take a whimsical voyage through
prehistoric jungles,
swamps, volcanoes and
oceans, as they unearth
basic concepts in life
science, natural history
and paleontology. Brief,
live-action segments
with renowned paleontologist Dr. Scott
Sampson reinforce the
learning.
pbskids.org/dinosaurtrain

Franny’s Feet
4-7 years
Franny’s Feet is rooted in the excitement, learning,
and joyful discoveries that exploration can bring for
children ages 4 to 7. Problem solving, global awareness,
science and vocabulary development are woven
together with delightful storytelling for a seamless,
interdisciplinary learning experience.
pbskids.org/frannysfeet
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Programming
FETCH!
5–12 years
FETCH! demonstrates through the shows and website
that reality programs can help kids learn how to tackle
problems, overcome fears, brainstorm, and collaborate. Reality programs allow viewers to see that real
expertise often takes time to develop and that learning is about the journey, not the destination. And,
rather than be an impetus for anti-social behavior,
they can create a positive environment for modeling
pro-social skills and resolving conflicts between kids.
pbskids.org/fetch

Peep and the Big Wide World
Preschool
The animated series PEEP and the Big Wide World gives
wings to the innovative idea of teaching science
to preschoolers. Wry and distinctive visual humor,
charming plotlines and loveable characters combine
with a comprehensive science program to attract and
engage kids for three to five year olds.
peepandthebigwideworld.com

Peg + Cat
Preschool • Math
Peg + Cat is a musical, madcap series that helps preschoolers learn and apply foundational math skills. The
series follows the adorable, spirited Peg and her sidekick Cat, as they embark on adventures and encounter
challenges that require them to use math and problem-solving skills to save the day. Their adventures take
them from a farm to a distant planet, from a pirate island
to a prehistoric valley, from Romeo and Juliet’s Verona to
Cleopatra’s Egypt. While teaching specific math skills, the
series models attitudes such as curiosity and persistence
that contribute to success in school and life.
pbskids.org/peg

13

Programming
Sid the Science Kid
Preschool • Science

Sesame Street
Preschool • STEM/Literacy/Social and
Emotional Development
The award-winning Sesame Street has been nurturing
preschoolers for generations. Featuring a beloved cast
of muppets and humans who populate “the Street,”
the series prepares kids for grade school. Since its
premiere, the show’s base curriculum has been set by
academic research on preschoolers. The show features
a funny new segment, “Cookie’s Crumby Pictures,” that
promotes the self-regulation curriculum, along
with a new Latino neighbor, new “Elmo the
Musical” segments, new songs and street
stories, and a wealth of celebrity visitors.
pbskids.org/sesame
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Sid the Science Kid uses comedy to promote exploration,
discovery and science readiness among preschoolers.
The series features a
practical in-school science curriculum, using
music and humor to
celebrate children’s
natural curiosity about
science in everyday
life. The energetic
and inquisitive Sid
starts each episode
with a new question
(“Why are my shoes
shrinking?” “Why do
bananas get mushy?”)
and embarks on a
fun-filled day of
finding answers
with the help of
family and friends.
pbskids.org/sid

Programming
Super Why!

Thomas & Friends

Preschool • Literacy

Preschool • Social and Emotional Development

Super Why! helps preschoolers learn the fundamentals
of reading through interactive storybook adventures.
Every episode takes young viewers directly into a
pop-up story to experience a brightly illustrated children’s tale brought to magical life. The series focuses
on the adventures of four fairytale
friends who transform
into reading-powered superheroes. The Super
Readers jump
into books
— literally
— to find
answers to
everyday
preschool
challenges and embark on exciting adventures, where they play
interactive reading games
to overcome obstacles and
save the day.

Thomas & Friends is the timeless
television series based on the
much-loved books by Reverend
W. Awdry. Set on the imaginary
island of Sodor, the series follows the adventures of Thomas,
a cheeky little tank engine, and
his seven friends, all under the
watchful eye of Sir Topham Hatt,
the manager of Sodor Railway.
The series celebrates community and encourages good manners, hard work and usefulness. Each episode ends with
a lively musical roll call.

pbskids.org/superwhy

pbskids.org/thomasandfriends

WordWorld
Preschool • Literacy
WordWorld is a colorful, word-rich place where words
come alive. The series features a troupe of wacky WordFriends, who are characters first and words second
— Sheep, Frog, Pig, Ant, Dog and Duck. Together, they
invite young viewers to join them on comic adventures
where they resolve preschool challenges by building
the right word. When the correct letters form a word,
the word “morphs” into the thing it is! Word building
reinforces the pre-reading concept that letters make
words and that words have real meaning … and power.
pbskids.org/wordworld
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Programming
Barney & Friends
Preschool • Social and Emotional Development
Barney & Friends features the lovable purple dinosaur
who has been making learning fun for preschoolers
since 1988. Through song, dance and games, Barney
and his “dino-mite” pals explore exciting places and
encourage sharing, caring, imagining, dancing and
learning. Barney invites children to go and grow as they
explore exciting places, always encouraging positive
values and good manners along the way.
pbskids.org/barney

Bob the Builder
Preschool • Social and
Emotional Development
Bob the Builder follows
the adventures of Bob
and his machines:
Scoop the leader/digger, Muck the digger/
dumper, Dizzy the
cement mixer, Lofty
the crane and Roley
the steamroller. Bob’s
business partner, Wendy, and Pilchard the cat, also help
out in the builder’s yard. Other characters include Farmer Pickles, his tractor, Travis, and the naughty scarecrow
Spud — who is always up to mischief.
bobthebuilder.com

Signing Time
1-8 years • American Sign Language
When babies and children use sign language, you
can see them learning. Emmy-nominated host Rachel
Coleman uses music, movement, and American Sign
Language to educate children of all ages and abilities.
signingtime.com

Arthur
4-8 years • Literacy/Life Skills
Based on Marc Brown’s best-selling books, the fivetime Emmy Award-winning series features 8-year-old
aardvark Arthur Read, his sister D.W., and their family
and friends. The series promotes literacy and shows
how Arthur and his friends use effective, age-appropriate problem-solving skills. Whether facing down a bully,
worrying about a new teacher or being the very last
person on earth to lose his baby teeth, Arthur and his
friends manage to solve their crises with imagination,
kindness and a lot of humor.
pbskids.org/arthur
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Programming
Fizzy’s Lunch Lab

The Electric Company

6–8 years

6–10 years

Fizzy’s Lunch Lab is a vibrant, fun and kid-friendly
Web-only series featuring original characters and funny
stories that entertain and educate families about the
importance of good nutrition, a balanced diet and
physical activity. Join Professor Fizzy and his friends in
the super-charged Lunch Lab Test Kitchen as they prepare healthy snacks, investigate the difference between
good and bad food and learn what happens once the
food you eat goes into your body.

The Electric Company turned on the power of possibility
for kids by showing them that learning to reach can
be fun. With a cool cast of characters, amazing literacy
superpowers, side-splitting cartoons and songs that you
can’t help dancing
along with, this
reincarnation of a
television classic is
sure to make and
impact on the newest
generation. The new
Electric Company
content is crucial
to mastering literacy: decoding, vocabulary, fluency
and motivation through pop culture, music, comedy,
technology, and celebrities creates a playful and hip
multimedia experience.

pbskids.org/lunchlab

pbskids.org/electriccompany
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Programming
Martha Speaks

Maya & Miguel

4-7 years • Literacy

6-12 years • Language/Culture

Martha Speaks follows the adventures of Martha, a
loveable dog whose appetite for alphabet soup gives
her the ability to speak.
Martha’s dog’s-eye view of
the world, combined with
her rich vocabulary, creates
a wonderfully comic series
with a solid educational
heart. The series is based on
the children’s book series by
Susan Meddaugh.

Wild Kratts

Maya & Miguel
presents culture and
language learning
as fun, relevant and
rewarding for all
children, with a special emphasis on the
Latino population.
The series features 10-year-old twins Maya and Miguel
Santos, their family, friends and richly diverse neighborhood. The never-a-dull-moment comedy chronicles the
misadventures that result from Maya’s well-intentioned
meddling in her family’s and friends’ lives. The series
promotes friendship, family and a positive, culturally rich
portrayal of Latino family, language and cultures.

6-8 years • Zoology

pbskids.org/mayaandmiguel

Animals can take you anywhere in science! Wild Kratts
takes young viewers on extraordinary, animal-powered adventures. The series transforms the
Kratt Brothers into animated
versions of themselves, allowing
the real-life zoologists to visit
wild animals in their little-seen
habitats and showcase key science concepts along the
way. From elephants using physics to suck gallons of
water with their trunks to a fleet of peregrine falcons
that harness the force of gravity to speed through the
air, the series presents age-appropriate science.

WordGirl

pbskids.org/martha

pbskids.org/wildkratts
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9-12 years • Literacy
WordGirl chronicles the amazing, colossal adventures of
Becky Botsford, a mild-mannered fifth grader who, at the
call of duty, transforms into WordGirl — caped crusader
and definition dynamo. WordGirl defeats outlaws with
super strength, super speed, and the power of new
words. With its perilous predicaments, cliffhanger endings and a loyal monkey sidekick, the series is designed
to enrich vocabulary, improve reading comprehension
and show that language is cool.
pbskids.org/wordgirl

Programming
Wilson and Ditch
6-10 years • Geography
Meet Wilson and Ditch, two funny, energetic and talkative gopher brothers, who are in an eco-powered van
driving around America. These gopher brothers drive
from city to city as tourists who learn the history and
fun facts of every new location as well as the really unusual, obscure and sometimes just weird sites each city
has to offer.
pbskids.org/wilsonandditch

Design Squad Nation
9–12 years
Design Squad Nation is a reality TV show led by two
professional engineers who work with kids to make their
wishes come true through engineering. From creating a
park for skaters at the White Mountain Apache Reservation in Arizona to building a playground in a rural village
in Nicaragua’s northern mountains, the goal of Design
Squad Nation is to inspire viewers to take on their own
hands-on engineering activities. The companion website
includes “guides” or curriculum for the classroom.
pbskids.org/designsquad

SciGirls
8–12 years
SciGirls is a groundbreaking television program and
interactive website that transforms the way girls look
at science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).
The empowering series has the right formula to inspire
the next generation of scientists and engineers with an
engaging combination of real-world science and math
in the field, plus an online destination unlike any other
where viewers can share their own exciting ideas and
projects.
pbskids.org/scigirls

19

Activities
Ready To Learn Workshops
Ready To Learn is a national children’s media program
designed to narrow the achievement gap. Targeted
toward America’s most at-risk kids, but made available
to all families and children, Ready To Learn builds upon
award-winning PBS Kids math- and literacy-based programming through community workshops.
pbskids.org/readytolearn

Raising Readers Library Corners
Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Program
The Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Program, a companion to the Martha Speaks television series, is an
innovative cross-age reading program to develop and
enhance vocabulary acquisition and comprehension
in elementary school students. The 10-week program
pairs fourth or fifth grade “big” buddies with kindergarten or first grade “little” buddies. Together, the buddies
watch Martha Speaks segments, play educational
games, and read and write together.
FPBS member stations across Florida implemented
the Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Program in local
schools. Statewide, more than 1050 children participated in this literacy project. The educational outreach
program demonstrated noteworthy improvement in
vocabulary acquisition and comprehension for elementary school students. View the full report at fpbs.org/
Martha-speaks-reading-buddies-program.
pbs.org/parents/martha/readingbuddies

The PBS KIDS Raising Readers Library Corner initiative is
a community outreach project that places high-quality
educational materials directly into the hands of librarians, children, and families in low-income communities.
The Library Corners are placed in libraries and Title I
schools to help kids learn using interactive media, resources and books from popular PBS Kids shows.
pbskids.org/read

Teach Conference
WJCT Public Broadcasting hosts TEACH, an
annual conference to
engage, empower and
inspire teachers. The
one-day event is filled
with national speakers,
breakout sessions and
exhibitors. Teachers
learn about the many resources available to support and
enhance the classroom experience.
wjct.org/teach
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Activities
Virtual Pre-K
Virtual Pre-K can help bridge experiences that children
have in the classroom and at home. The materials provide appropriate and relevant content for parent education classes, workshops and meetings. Through video
lessons, teachers can guide parents to strengthen their
parenting skills in mathematics by observing activities
and techniques and then facilitate additional learning
projects that can be done at home or out and about in
the child’s community.
wfsu.org/education/virtual-pre-k

Sid the Science Kid Summer Program
WEDU in Tampa, along with
the Hillsborough County
VPK program partner on the
Sid the Science Kid Summer Program. Aligned with
Florida Early Learning and
Developmental Standards for
Four-Year-Olds, the six-week
VPK summer program served
more than 1,200 four-yearolds in 20 locations across
the county this past summer.
Each day began with a 60-90
minute Sid lesson. The lesson
structure followed the breakdown in each Sid episode.
Each day students would view a small segment(s) of
a Sid episode and then complete an investigation or
activity. The program also includes a pre- and post-program assessment and a teacher survey.

SciGirls Science Camp
Launched in 2006, SciGirls WFSU Mag Lab is a twoweek hands-on summer camp run by The National
High Magnetic Field Laboratory and WFSU that inspires middle and high school girls to pursue careers
in science. SciGirls I and SciGirls II camps accept rising
sixth graders through tenth graders as well as returning
campers. SciGirls WFSU Mag Lab is an outreach partner of SciGirls, the national PBS television series and
outreach program.
During the two-week experience, campers are exposed
to a wide range of science disciplines, participate in
labs, lectures, demonstrations and walking tours, experience outdoor activities such as swimming, snorkeling,
hiking and data collection, and work in groups. They
also have the unique opportunity to interact with local
scientists and science educators.
wfsu.org/scigirls
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Activities
Super WHY Reading Camps

PBS Kids Writers Contest
The PBS Kids Writers Contest is a great opportunity for
Florida kids to express their creativity. Part of a national
initiative, the annual contest promotes reading and writing by inviting K-3 students throughout Florida to write
and illustrate original stories. Local winners are posted on
participating FPBS member stations website and entered
into the national contest, where they have an opportunity
to win national prizes and recognition from PBS Kids.
pbskids.org/writerscontest

GeoJourney
8–12 years

The SUPER WHY Reading Camps build on the signature
early literacy approach of the popular SUPER WHY
television series, extending its unique interactive
reading approach into the community. Each day at
Reading Camp, children transform into one of the
SUPER WHY characters and take part in reading-based,
branded SUPER WHY crafts, games, and songs that
practice the targeted early literacy skill of the day:
Monday–letter identification, Tuesday—rhyming with
word families, Wednesday—letter sounds and spelling,
and Thursday—vocabulary and comprehension.
On Friday, families are invited to join the campers in
celebrating the accomplishments of the week.
pbskids.org/superwhy/readingcamp

WFSU has launched an online game made possible by
PBS Kids Go! and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.
The game, named GeoJourney, uses the principles of
“geocoaching” to virtually teach 8 to 12-year-olds about
map navigation, geography and historical knowledge of
the United States. GeoJourney’s star is Scurry the Squirrel.
Your job is to help Scurry find all of his winter food so that
he can survive the cold winter.
wfsu.org/geojourney

EcoInvestigators
Grades 3–5
EcoInvestigators is designed to get students in grades 3
to 5 engaged, excited and prepared to take on and solve
environmental problems in their community and beyond.
We have developed this program so that you will be able
to take advantage of PBS and other media resources to
learn more about global environmental problems and
challenge your students to take the next step in and to
take control of their own learning.
pbs.org/teachers/ecoinvestigators
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FPBS Member Stations
WUCF – Orlando

WLRN – Miami, South Florida

WJCT – Jacksonville

WPBT – Miami

WSRE – Pensacola

WUSF – Tampa

WDSC – Daytona

WUFT – Gainesville

WXEL – West Palm Beach

WEFS – Cocoa Beach

wucftv.org

wjct.org

wsre.org

wdsctv.org

wxel.org

WEDU – Tampa
wedu.org

WGCU – Southwest Florida
wgcu.org

WFSU – Tallahassee
wfsu.org

wlrn.org

wpbt2.org

wusf.org

wuft.org

easternflorida.edu/community-resources/
wefs-tv

FPBS

P.O. Box 1691
St. Petersburg, FL 33731
Phone: (727) 552-2451
fpbs.org

