
Martha Speaks  
Reading Buddies 

 

 
 

An Adventure in Vocabulary and 
Friendship! 



Agenda 

• Reading Buddies Evaluation 
• Program Overview 
• Materials  
• Reading Buddies research  
• Reading Buddies practice session 
• Scheduling & Questions 

 



Reading Buddies Evaluators 
• Rebecca Silverman is an Associate Professor at the 

University of Maryland and the Curriculum Director for 
Martha Speaks.  She also has a U.S. DOE grant to further 
develop and study the Martha Speaks Reading Buddies 
Program. 
 

• Young-Suk Kim is an Assistant Professor at Florida State 
University who studies language and literacy in diverse 
learners and has experience working in Florida schools and 
with Florida data. 

 



Why is vocabulary important? 

• Vocabulary knowledge is needed for 
comprehension. 
 

• Many children have limited vocabulary 
knowledge, which puts them at risk for 
difficulties in comprehension throughout 
their schooling and beyond. 



How should vocabulary be taught? 

• Focus on important words. 
• Provide a student-friendly definition. 
• Provide examples across varied contexts. 

– Using pictures, audio, video, and gestures or 
actions when appropriate. 

• Guide students to use words in new contexts. 
– Using peer collaboration when possible. 

• Have students say and see words. 
 



How is vocabulary taught in Martha 
Speaks Reading Buddies? 

• Words have been chosen purposefully. 

• Students are provided with definitions. 

• Students are provided with examples from the 
Martha Speaks shows and the books in the program. 

• Students are supported in using words with peers. 

• Students say and see words throughout the program. 

 



How will we evaluate the Martha 
Speaks Reading Buddies Program? 

• We will compare the vocabulary and comprehension 
of students who participate in Martha Speaks with 
those who don’t. 

• We will assess students before and after 
implementation and also observe implementation in 
classrooms. 

 



What kind of data will we 
collect? 

• On Teachers 
– Background information (survey) 
– Feedback on the program (survey) 
– Fidelity information (observation checklist) 

 

• On Students 
– Background information (survey to parents) 
– Assessment information (pre- and post-tests) 
– Engagement information (observation checklist) 

 

 



How do we obtain consent from 
participants? 

• You will ask teacher to sign consent 
forms saying they agree to participate. 
 

• You will send home letters to parents 
asking them to sign consent forms if 
they agree to allow their children to 
participate. 



Who will collect the data? 

• Station representatives will manage consent 
forms and surveys. 
 

• Research assistants that WFSU has identify 
in your location will be trained by us to 
conduct assessments and observations. 



How will the data be used? 

• Research assistants will enter the data, and 
the evaluators will analyze the data. 

• The evaluators will prepare a report for the 
stations and the Florida DOE on the effects 
of the program. 

• The evaluators may also prepare 
publications so others can learn about the 
program. 



Research on Reading 
Buddies 

In a previous study of 
Reading Buddies in 7 
sites across the U.S., 
there was a positive 

effect on word learning 
for both Little Buddies 

and Big Buddies. 



Reading Buddies Program 
Overview 

• Little Buddies and Big Buddies meet together over 
Ten Sessions 
 

• They learn and reinforce Vocabulary as they: 
 
– Watch Together 
– Talk and Play 
– Read Together 
– Write Together 

 
… and it fits perfectly and is aligned with the Core 

Curriculum for Language Arts! 
 



Targeted Vocabulary 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/martha/readingbuddies/episodes.html


Common Core Standards 

Over 29 English Language Arts common core 
standards are covered in this project for 
Kindergarten students and  33 for 4th grade! 
Please refer to your Common Core 
Correlation Handout for specifics. 

 



Martha Materials! 

 
 



Books and Goodies! 

 
 



What will a Reading Buddies session 
be like? 

• Before meeting with Little Buddies, Older Buddies will 
practice each session a partner. 

• Each session takes approximately 50 minutes.  
• Sessions always follow the same four steps, but you decide 

where, when and how:  
 

o Watch Together 
o Talk and Play Together 
o Read Together 
o Write Together 

 



4th Grade Teacher Role 

• 4th grade teachers, model to their students 
appropriate behavior and ideas for working 
with Kindergarten students.  

• Allow ample time for 4th grade students to 
know what it is they are teaching and have 
materials ready. 



Kindergarten Teacher Role 

• Ease the worries of the Little Buddies, let 
them know how excited the Big Buddies are 
to be their teacher! 

• Be prepared to reinforce the vocabulary 
learned in creative ways throughout the 
week… same for the 4th grade teacher! 



Watch Together  
 

• 15 minutes 
• Introduce the special words 
• Buddies watch the episode 

together 



Talk and Play Together  
 

• 10 minutes 
• Buddies discuss the episode using the 

special words 
• Play the game or  
   do the activity 



Read Together  
 

• 10 Minutes 
• Big Buddies read the provided picture book 

to their Little Buddies 



Write Together  
 • 5-10 minutes 

• A writing prompt is 
provided for each 
session in the Reading 
Buddies Journal.  
– Key vocabulary is used 
– Use of special words is 

encouraged in responses. 

    



Wrap Up  
 

• 5 minutes 
• Final group 

activity 



Encourage all classes to become involved with the Martha Speaks 
series in other ways… at home and at school! Every episode 

watched is a new group of vocabulary words to learn, recognize and 
utilize! 



 Kit Exploration 

1.  Unpacking and Review Your Kits  
2.  Books! 
3.  Lesson Plans & Activities 
4.  Additional materials 



Martha to the Rescue! 
Time to Model a Session 

• Use Session 5: Perfectly 
Martha 

• View episode: Perfectly 
Martha 

• Read: Perfectly Martha 
Activity: Play online 
game: Skit’s Tricks 

• Explore the Journal 
Prompt: Disobedient and 
Obedient 





Schedule the Grande Finale! 



How should the program be 
implemented? 

• The program should be implemented consistently across 
sites. 

• The program should be implemented with little deviation 
from how it has been prepared. 

• Teachers, stations, and observers should document and 
send to us any information about how teachers may have 
added to, changed, or subtracted from the program as it has 
been prepared so we know all variables that may have an 
impact on results. 



Frequently Asked Questions 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/martha/program/faq.html


What questions do teachers typically ask 
about the program? 

• Teachers are concerned about scheduling and finding 
places to meet. 

• Teachers are concerned about how to meet individual 
students needs. 

• Teachers are concerned about how the program aligns with 
standards. 

• Teachers are concerned about how to pair students. 
• Teachers are concerned about how to manage the students 

and the materials throughout implementation. 



 
 

Thank you! We can’t wait to see 
you in action!  
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